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AMENDMENTS TO THE ABSTRACT : 

Delete the current Abstract and replace therewith the attached substitute Abstract. 



A contour compensation circuit that generates a contour-compensated signal by which a 
signal level of a contour of the object is emphasized, from an image signal obtained by an image 
pickup of an object. This contour compensation circuit includes a reverse gamma controller, a 
contour compensation signal generator, and a calculator. The reverse gamma controller determines 
a standard channel from among the channels constituting the image signal, and obtains a liner 
standard channel from the standard channel by the reverse control. The contour compensation signal 
generator generates a contour compensation signal from the liner standard channel. The control 
signal generator computes a comparative value from the liner standard channel and the contour 
compensation signal, and generates a control signal based on a comparison between the comparative 
value and a threshold value. The calculator computes the contour-compensated signal based on the 
contour compensation signal, the and control signal signals , and the liner standard channel. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE : 

A contour compensation circuit that generates a contour-compensated signal by which a signal level 
of a contour of the object is emphasized, from an image signal obtained by an image pickup of an object. 
This circuit includes a reverse gamma controller, a contour compensation signal generator, and a calculator. 
The reverse gamma controller determines a standard channel from among the channels constituting the image 
signal, and obtains a liner standard channel from the standard channel by the reverse control. The contour 
compensation signal generator generates a contour compensation signal from the liner standard channel. The 
control signal generator computes a comparative value from the liner standard channel and the contour 
compensation signal, and generates a control signal based on a comparison between the comparative value 
and a threshold value. The calculator computes the contour-compensated signal based on the contour 
compensation and control signals, and the liner standard channel. 
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